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General Living

Cost of living continues to rise but not in a uniform way so it is hard to put a precise % increase on it. For example the biggest rise lately has been on basic commodities like vegetables and milk (partly because more is being exported to neighbouring countries and weird weather patterns) but fuel seems to have stabilised.

Costs of work (Christmas Ideas!)

More and more charities have the opportunity for people to sponsor volunteers or acts of work for gift ideas, as it is coming up to Christmas Ian was asked for an update to be put on the website and this was the information for your interest:

“Cost to sponsor a volunteer: We are currently trying to give our volunteers the equivalent of 50 pounds per month. We do this when it is available so it is not guaranteed to them. It is really a token gift as the cost of living is high, but it is better than giving them nothing. Ideally I would like to increase this to around 70 pounds as this is more realistic in covering costs. The occasional/part time volunteers get given a gift when we are able to but not a regular amount.

A typical trip up country would be 3/4 people and would last 5 days. That is if you take an average across the board. The cost of these trips is variable and I have thought about training, discipleship and conferences all together then come up with an average. This works out typically at between £80 - £120 per trip so a neat average would be £100.”

Update on recent work
Work with Masindi/Kitara Diocese has now begun, replicating the work already undertaken in Hoima (Bunyoro Kitara Diocese). There is potential to partner with Fort Portal through Silver (This is North Rwenzori Diocese) and the YEA partnership in Mukono has led to a potential partnership with Mityana Diocese. Silver will also follow up this one as he often works in Mityana. Youthworx work with the Church of Uganda is growing and Ian has written to the Archbishop requesting a meeting to discuss working with him.  

The network of Youthworkers in Kampala is beginning to develop. This was a large part of why Ian went to Nairobi as he wanted to link with NAYNET there as they started a similar network 9 years ago that has now gone citywide and has almost 2000 members.

Update on current volunteers and new volunteer

Currently regular volunteers are Eugene, Prosper and Ray. Part time volunteers at the moment are Carol, Agatha, Celestine, Noah and Nyanzi (Nyanzi is new and with YEA for about 4 months). Peter, Dorothy and Annete are now working full time jobs so only help when they are able to. Baala, Richard and Nico are part time volunteers when they are not in school. There are also several others who have discussed with YEA about wanting to be involved.

Other New Arrivals

Ian has seen both new babies and writes:
“Graciella is doing good. I visited last week and she is now taking an active interest in all that is going on around her. She also looked a lot bigger than the previous time I had seen her so she is clearly on a growing spurt. Ryan came home last night so is now next door. He is doing fine, gurgling a lot and looks scarily like his Dad !!!”
Voices of Worship (VOW)

Vow is doing fine. Most recently they made a trip to Kisizi in Western Uganda and have been invited to make a Christmas mission trip to Mwanza in Tanzania. Currently they are getting ready to do more auditions for new members.
Amigos – Coffee Shop
 The latest Press Release reads:

“After a long search we have signed a lease today on a property for AMIGOS. We have a 1st floor corner premises with wrap around balcony for extra seating in the heart of Wandegeya, the busy student/business district near the main University campus. The property is in good condition and has power, running water, a private toilet and the bare bones of a kitchen. These features put us ahead as we had anticipated needing to build much of this ourselves.Now the real work begins. I am meeting with Prosper (Project manager) tomorrow to begin planning out the design/layout/equipment etc needed to get the Coffee Shop going.

Please pray with us over the next few busy weeks as we equip/recruit and stock up ready to open. Thank you all for your prayers over the past few months as we have been looking for the right place. Next time you are in Kampala please drop by for a delicious cup of freshly brewed Ugandan Coffee.....”
2010 Plans “Out of (East) Africa”
Provisionally Ian will go to South Africa mid February 2010. The plan is to start with 2 weeks holiday then call on Jess, travel to Johannesburg via the ‘J Life base’, then head to Zimbabwe. Ian will spend some time with the Coopers and also do a series of Youth Ministry training workshops through the YEA contact with Asafa who is pastor of Central Baptist Church in Harare. Currently he is President of the Baptist Union of Zimbabwe so he has contacts all over the country. None of this is fixed as yet but Ian is contact with all involved so as to begin making firmer plans.

Further Information and Contact Details:


Website: http://youthworx-ea.org.uk/
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