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News from Ian received 4th October 2008.

Hi Everyone,

A good break... Looking back over the past 10 days I think I made the right choice and feel ready to face the rest of the year.

Since I fell sick back in August (malaria/chest infection) I have been very fatigued which was affecting me physically, but maybe worse, was affecting "who" I am. I noticed frustration, irritation with people and low patience creeping in and I needed to get away completely for a time to re-allign.

First stop at lake Bunyonyi was great. I stayed in a furnished safari tent up on a platform over looking the lake. The staff were attentive enough (when I needed food etc) but left me alone for the rest of the time. I read a lot. I had taken a trunk load of books and magazines with me. I also walked a bit and explored the lake by boat. And I slept a lot, when I felt like it and not necessarily at bed time. This I think was my body shutting down to heal itself. By the time I crossed over into Rwanda I felt much revived.

I spent the first night in expensive Kigali, then took a bus down to Gisenyi by Lake Kivu.

I like the Rwandese roads. Many of them follow high wooded ridges in the mountains. The road to Gisenyi follows a long ridge as far as Ruhengeri with amazing views left and right. After Ruhengeri it softens as it drops down towards Lake Kivu.

Gisenyi, as so often is the case, was completely different to how I imagined. Smaller, more lush. The road seemed to tumble into the lake from the escarpment and we were there, in the dusty town centre.

As it was late afternoon I booked into the central "Auberge de Gisenyi" for the first night so that I could settle and get my bearings. Before dark I strolled down to the waterfront. The whole town was out as it was "Idd el Fitr" public holiday. (end of Ramadan) The beach is tree lined. Behind that, old colonial mansions in various states of decay, are set back in tropical gardens. I walked past a few "out of my price range" hotels and found myself at the Congolese border post. A slight miscalculation ! I turned back.

The following morning I found a good mid range lodging; self-contained room with lake glimpse from balcony.

Three days to explore and relax on the "Costa del Kivu" - sun, sand and thunderstorms. I can recommend it. Even views of volcanoes from the beach.

I am now back in Kigali, seated in my favourite city coffee shop, scribbling these notes, vacation ended and ready to head to Bujumbura.

Ian Wardle

4th October 2008. Kigali. Rwanda.

Update 4th October 2008. – Thelma Edwards, YEA Trustee.

I am aware that there has been a gap in written updates over the last couple of months and in an attempt to fill in a few gaps before the next one (Sunday 19th October) here is an over view of news.

On returning to Uganda after his visit to the UK, and coinciding with the Christians in Schools Team (CIST) visit and Zach’s stay, Ian fell sick (see overleaf).   He was due for a holiday and, although funds were very low, it was clear he needed a break so, thanks to generous friends both in Holland and the UK, half his annual holiday allowance budget was found and this enabled Ian to keep to his plans.   As you see from his news overleaf, this has proved to be a great blessing to him and has “recharged his batteries” for the coming busy time ahead.

Collin’s visit to the UK was very busy as he visited Keswick and New Wine conferences, Liverpool and London Ugandan links, and also the Tearfund offices in Teddington   

Back in Uganda, both Ian and Collin ‘hit the floor running’ with discipleship camps held at the new campsite.   The CIST team and Zach along with the Ugandan YEA volunteers were involved in running camps with Tigers Club project in Uganda and Compassion International.                                                                                                  
A summary of Collin’s reports:  

YEA, through its Youth at risk program, partners with Tigers Club specifically helping to introduce Christian character principles as well as lifeskills to these youth. These young people have lived on the streets of Kampala and the neighbouring slums for most of their lives, been involved in drug taking and trafficking, probably been imprisoned at tender ages etc. YEA has interfaced with close to 3000 youth at risk     The objective of the teaching sessions in the discipleship camp was to introduce these youth to the bible and Christian living.   They were also introduced to relationship building and interaction through the sports program and the small group discussions in which they expounded more on what had been taught earlier, which they enjoyed very much.   The feedback from the boys is that they greatly benefited from the teaching sessions and having time off at the campsite, away from everything.   The camp was a success and YEA will be facilitating many more camps with Tigers Club in the near future.

Compassion International is a Christian ministry looking after disadvantaged children and youth in Uganda. They aim to address physical poverty, social poverty and spiritual poverty among their beneficiaries   Many Compassion centres however have needs in as far as responding to the spiritual growth needs of their children and youth.   YEA working through the local churches is a partner with Compassion International projects in responding to the social and spiritual needs of the young people.   We use discipleship camps and practical integral mission opportunities to spur the youth into responsible Christian living, spiritual maturity and discipleship.   Over the past 1 month we have had 3 discipleship camps at the unfinished YEA campsite in Entebbe. We had close to 200 youth for all the 3 weeks    

A lot of finances were invested into getting the campsite ready for the big groups and YEA volunteer team members stayed on site helping with getting everything ready. The YEA core team undertook the teaching and training sessions.   The campsite is still unfinished and there is urgency to finish work before December 2008 when more discipleship camps will be held.

URGENT PRAYER NEED

This is just a flavour of the work YEA is involved with in East Africa.   However, the sustainability of the work depends on the generosity of supporters and in this current financial climate, we are encountering big challenges.   The Trustees believe we are to keep the work going despite the challenges and sent the following out to the email prayer chain and posted the message on the website:

Thank you for supporting YEA. In the current financial climate, like many others, YEA is facing real challenges. In Uganda, the cost of living and exchange rate against the pound is even more difficult than the 'credit crunch' issues we are experiencing in the west. The result is that we have had to significantly increase our monthly budget just to stand still. With the current challenges a number of supporters have needed to reduce or stop giving as they would like and that has meant we no longer have the income to meet our basic needs. As Trustees we are praying for wisdom to make good and faith filled decisions. Please pray with us as we have to discern each step of the charity, and if you feel led to make our needs known in your church, of even consider financial support, please contact us and we will let you know how you can help.  







