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YEA UPDATE   18th January 2009.
Comings and goings of YEA friends!
· We were pleased to welcome Catherine Lex home for Christmas.  She brought to us greetings from her Kampala Sunday School class.   She has now gone back to her teaching post in Kampala.
· Vicky has returned from Uganda and shared news of her visit on 21st December and will do so in more detail on 18th Jan.   As well as working with the YEA team, she was able to deliver sports equipment to 5 youth groups in Hoima and now hopes to raise funds to provide sports equipment for more groups.  For more of her visit, log on to her website blog  http://uk.geocities.com/vicky.toomey/
· Rob Halcrow spent Christmas in Uganda and visited Christopher in Gulu and the YEA team in Kampala.

· Ingrid Verbiese has returned to Belgium after her visit to Uganda – for more news visit her blog: www.ingriduganda.wordpress.com
December seemed to be dominated for some of us by the fraudulent attempt on Ian’s Hotmail account.   Hopefully, we were able to contact as many supporters as possible within hours of it being discovered to give warning that the email supposedly from Ian requesting money should be ignored.  Fortunately our strict protocols regarding financial management protected any YEA funds being transferred.   It provides the opportunity for us to reiterate that Ian would never ask for money urgently or directly from anyone and that if any such request is received, it is important to check it out by phone with Ian direct or contact Thelma.   

Ian’s Hotmail account is now closed and his new email is: youthworx.ea@gmail.com.   However, the internet service to the YEA office in Ian’s house terminated at the end of December so Ian is back to using internet cafes while a new provider, hopefully more reliable, is found.   Please be patient therefore if Ian is slow in responding to emails.   
Finances:

We give thanks for the response of supporters to help cover the monthly budget to keep the ministry of YEA operating in these difficult times of increased costs and financial insecurity.   
In response to suggestions that a method of online giving would be helpful, we have set up a JustGiving account.   Follow these links to our 'just-giving' pages to donate easily through them.

www.justgiving.com/youthworx 
http://www.justgiving.com/thelmaedwards1
www.justgiving.com/gtmancrun 
(this is the JustGiving page of our CIST supporters – they are taking part in the Great Manchester Run and raising funds for YEA on 17th May)

If you would like to put on a special event to fundraise for YEA, please feel free to use the YEA JustGiving account to publicise your event and manage the fundraising.   Click on www.justgiving.com/youthworx  and follow the instructions on the RAISE MONEY link.
Mission Reports

Detailed reports from the various mission trips are awaited – we will upload them onto the YEA website as soon as they are sent over to us.    www.youthworx-ea.org.uk
January Programme and plans and preparation for February and beyond!
5-15 Jan
Team to Masaka district for Compassion Discipleship – Ray, Prosper and Collin.
13-17 Jan 
UYF National Youth Conference – Silver and Ian plus Eugene and Celestine
18 Jan 
POWER OF WORSHIP 2009 (VOW event) with youth from Burundi.
22-31 Jan 
Hoima: Train Youth team then run 3 Village Youth conferences. - Ian, Prosper and      

Carol.
FEB
6 – 8 Feb
YEA Team training weekend at the campsite – Collin Team Building and training.

9, 10 or 11
1st YEA Board meeting.

18-21 Feb 
(To be confirmed)   Lira (Northern Uganda) Baptist Youth conference. Teaching.  Ian plus team of volunteers.
End April/beginning May for 3 months:  Ian trip to Europe.   More on this to come.   Ian hopes to visit as many supporters across UK and Europe as possible so if you can offer him hospitality and would like to introduce him and the work of YEA to your church/friends, please let him know.
Prayer and Praise

Praise God for His faithful provision for His work through YEA.   Thank Him for lives growing in Jesus, for His grace in challenging situations, and for lives touched by His love. 
Pray for the ongoing work to register YOUTHWORX-East Africa as a NGO in Uganda (Non-governmental organisation).   Pray for the YEA Ugandan Board as NGO status is applied for.

Pray too for the early stages of the vision for an income generating venture that will contribute to more of YEA’s ministries becoming self-financing.  We believe a coffee shop may provide the opportunity too for youth to be employed, to be involved in learning business skills modelled on Christian integrity and trust.   Pray for the right location to be found, for the writing of the Business Plan and future financial partners in this venture. 
Pray for the new volunteers being trained, for the team to be built and relationships developed.

Pray for health and strength for all – Ian currently has back pain.   It is also very hot at the moment which can be very difficult to work in. 

Thank you for your continued support.

If you no longer wish to receive this update by email, please contact me:

thelma.edwards@youthworx-ea.org.uk







