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EAST AFRICA SUPPORT GROUP UPDATE
19th October 2008.

October is a month of coming and going for the friends and supporters of God’s work in East Africa:

“May God bless your coming in and your going out”

· Fiona Lex is currently visiting Catherine in Kampala.  Catherine’s latest news is on the YEA website.
· Ingrid from the YEA Belgium supporters group was sent off by Le Pelgrim last weekend and has also just arrived in Uganda.   She will shortly be visiting Burundi to link up with Alex as he completes his two month placement there.   You can keep in touch with her time in East Africa by logging onto her web blog: www.ingriduganda.wordpress.com
· Vicky Toomey is busy preparing for her 6 week visit to Uganda and will be making good use of her missionary baggage allowance as she takes a holdall of Bible reading notes plus other gifts for the YEA team and the young people they work with.   Her sending service is next Sunday 26th October followed by lunch.  She leaves on 30th October. Keep up with her news at http://uk.geocities.com/vicky.toomey/
Report updates from East Africa: (This update builds on the summary report of 4th October.   If you did not receive a copy, please let Thelma know and she will print off a copy for you.)
The campsite is now operational and being well used. 
Ian and Collin visited Alex in Burundi and it is clear from their interim reports that the needs of the youth there are great and that YEA could have a role to play there in the future.   A more detailed report is available on request but we need to be praying for God’s guidance and wisdom in knowing what the future holds for YEA in Burundi.   Strong relationships are being built as a response to the ‘Macedonian-type’ call from Pastor Florent some time ago.   For more information about the needs of this region, visit the website of one of our friends, Simon Guillebaud from Great Lakes Outreach.  www.greatlakesoutreach.org
Hoima was one of the places Zach visited during his time in Uganda and his photos are on the YEA website.   This is a work with a long history – it where Ian started his ministry 10 years ago.   Prosper has written a report on the YEA youth conferences and the needs of this area which can be found on the YEA website.   Please pray for the developing relationship with the Church of Uganda and local Church leaders, and for wisdom as the YEA team adapt their teaching to the specific needs of the Hoima youth.   
Finances:

We give thanks for the response of supporters to the financial need expressed at the beginning of the month.   Although our monthly expenditure still exceeds our monthly income by £177, donations large and small have enabled the small emergency fund loan to be repaid and the November budget to be met.  
We give thanks for the Fuelling the Fire fundraising event.   The pudding and Israeli dance evening raised just over £400 which will be used to help meet the increasing fuel prices and keep the vehicles on the road.
We give thanks too for the amazing Pancake event put on by Ingrid and Le Pelgrim.   This raised just over £200 and will sponsor Alex’s second month in Burundi.

If you have any ideas for further fundraising events (there is already one being proposed just before Christmas that also involves EATING!) please let Thelma know.

Collin is grateful for those who regularly support him so that he can commit himself full time to the work of YEA.   However, he currently only receives about half of his monthly support budget in regular gifts so if anyone would like to encourage Collin by a gift, please give it to Thelma.
We keep looking ahead with our eyes fixed on Jesus the author and finisher of our faith and also of YEA.







